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"PEACE MARCHES" -« A NEW WPC TACTIC

The attached letter from the Vienna headquarters of the
Internstional lastitute for Peace {{IP) «~ the nume used in
Vienns for the World Peace Council (WPC) since that
organization was officially ousted from Vieana in 1957 --
coutatns ajdetailed cutline for national peace committees to
follow in organising the "peace marches” that are now in
vogue In the World Peace Movemsnt. These "peace
marches™ have gained a great deal of publicity for the WPC
anti-nuclear weapons campalgn and for the policies of
the Soviet Union for which the WPC is an outlet. Because
many bona fide pacifist groups and indlviduals who here~
tofore hed resisted collaboration with the WPC have been:
drawn into these marches, the tactic also furnished an
treplication of support for Soviet policies by many non-
Communista, thus fulfilling the basic purpose for which
the WPC was created.

- Soms of the more spectacular marches have been the
“Aldermasgton March' in Britain at Easter time 1959,
the "March for Life Against Atomic Death' {n the same
eountry in June 1959, and the "Hiroshima Pligrimages”.
Cther marches, such as the "“March on Washington" and
the march of a group of Americans across Puerto Rico
in protest against US military bases there, have also been
extensively publicized in the WPC %an& other
Communist press organs. The attached letter obvicusly
is intended to stimulate the organization of other such
marches throughout the world,

The four-day Easter March in BEritain began on Good
Friday at the nuclear research station at Aldermaston.
Buses carrled some 1000 Londoners to the site where the
march began, iacluding John Bernal, Chalrman of the WPC
Presidential Committee and Vice President of the Communist
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front World Federation of Sclentific Workers, D.N. Pritt,
President of the Communist front Internaiional Association
of Deravcratic Lawyers, Preaident of the British Peace
Committes, and member of the WPC, Vincent Duncan-Jones,
member of the WPC Secretariat in Vieans, Jim Gardner,
Secretary of the British Peace Committes, and two of its

- former Secretaries, Roy Gore and Willlam Wainwright,

all of whom ars militantly active in Communist projects,

4, 300 people started out from Aldermaston carrying
bauners, posters, even babies, singing and playing musical
instruments on the 53-mile walk to Trafalgar Square in
London., Vaus were provided for sleeping bage and luggage,
towns taken over for dormitories at night. The marchers
swelled to 15,600 enroute and another 15,000 people
greeted them upon thetr arrival at the Square. Special
groups of theater people, srchitects, masiclans, teachers, -
the Women's Caravan for Peace, students, labor, foreigners
and churches took part; there were particularly large ‘
groups & Cuakers, : x .

The WPC claimed that 30,000 people representing
organizations with a membership of a milllon and a half '
took part in the June ‘'March for Life Aguinst Atomic Death'.
The or ganization of these marches was shared by the British
Campaign for Nuclear Dissrmament and other anti-nuclear
committees but it will be found that WPC activists form a
vocal part of these committees,

The "Peace Pllgrimages to Hiroshimx" are expected
to involve at least 15,000 people. Various marches started
from the remotest islands of Japan well ahead of time and
will converge on Hiroshima at the time of the 5th World
Gonference Against Atomic and Hydrogen Bombs, tradi-
tionally held on the aaniversary of the bomb drop on
Hiroshima in August 1945, ‘ _
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It is needless to enlarge on the purpose of these "pesce
marches” becauss the Soviet campaign to discourage
dafonee of the Free World and Free World use of & most
sifective weapon against the expansion of Soviet imperialism
is already well known, However, every possible means
should be taken to maks the public aware of the true
motivation of the marches. People who join the marches
believing that they are conducive to bringing sbout peace
should be made acqusinted with the backgrouad of the
organizers, the history of the WPC as an instrument of
Sovist policy, and the Soviet definition of "pence' as a
condition that can prevail only after capitaliem has been
banished from the earth.
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INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTE FOR PEACE
Millwaldplatz 3. WIEN IV, Austria

Telephone: 63 64 37 and 65 65 38 -~ Telegraphic Addrsss
Paxinstitu, Vieana, Auvstris
Bank: Osterrelchische L¥nderbank, Wieden Branch, Aceount
No. 29.715

- Vienna, 12 June 1959

Dear Friends,

The world campaign for a successful Summit Conference
is golog ahead in the different countries in £¢rma adapted
to the national conditions.

We have alrudy informed you of the initlative taken
by our British friends; it ie part of the world campaign
and will help to make the Stockholm Appell and its objectives
known and accepted.

Our British friends are particalarly anxious to give
an internstionsl character to the campaign and to ensure
international participation in the March. It is for this reasson
thet they have asked us to transmit to you the enclosed
information note and to urge national movemants to support
the Maxth. :

Alul.dy s sumber of Peace Movemonts {n other countries
have sent measages of support to the Britlsh Movement for
their March, This campaign is of great importance not
only for the struggle in Britain but alse for the World Peace
Movement.
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. Our friends hops very ruch that many people from
other countries having the opportunity or poseibility to be
in Great Britain st that time, may be able to be in London
on 27 June when the March arrives, and give 4 thelr

sapport.

Our friends in London remind us that if any visitors
from abroad would like to be welcomad {n private families
during the weekend of 28 June they should write now to
Mrs. M. Smith, 20 Cambridge Square, Lonton W. 1.

We believe that the participation of pe ace supporters
from other countries would grestly help the British Movement
and also help the development of the campaign in thelr
own countries when they return. We are sure you will do
all you can to contribute to the saccess of this important

a.#ﬂem'. and remain,
With best wishes,

Yours sincerely,
For the Executive Board

s/ Cheng Shen-yu , s£/F. Vigne
Cheng Shen~yu Fernand Vigne
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COURIER FOR PEACE

~Proposed organiutiag-

National Peace Committees have recently been informed
about the various forms being taken by the campsign '
launched by the Stockholm session of the World Council of
Peace. _

To judge from the examples of Great Britain and Japasn,
it appenrs that "Peace Marches"” are a particularly good
way of mobilising people on & very big scale. The idea of
"Peace Couriers' has alao interested a number of Commit-
tees. Below we give a plan of how these '"Peace Couriera”
can be organised on the nationsl and intsraational level,

It is not intended as & rigid basis but ie merely a model
to be adapted in eigh case to the possibilities, experience
and nceds of each country or region,

ORGANISATION: The campaign should take the form of

s nurmber of successive stages, passing {rom the muaicipal
level to the Departmental, from the Departmental to the
national level, from the national level to the continental
level, and from there to the iaternational level,

First stage: In each municipality peace workers, with the
help of peasants’, workers', women's and student organ~
isations, will hold conferences, converaations, gatherings
and small meetiags for a perlod of ten days, during which
they will explain the following three pointa to the people:

8} The harmfal conseguence s of auclear weapon tests
and what a war conducted with such wespoas would mean;
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b} Comsequences of the cold war in the social,
palitical, economic and moral spheres;

¢} The poasibility that the Summit Conference mipht
initiate nuclear disaruwmment and the elimination of the
eold war U all the peoples in the world, every man and
woman, maake thelr presence felt at the Conference.

In conclusion, the significance of the "Courier for
Paace” will be explained to the people and mass collections
held to cover the expenses of the campaign.

In this first stage statements will be obtained from
organisations and personalities of all categories, taking
care to indlcate the importance of the former and the
titles of the latter.

It is very Lmportant in this stage to obtain the support
of local palitical and religious leaders, school teachers,
ate. '

The culmination of this stage will be a mass meeting
bafore the muanicipal authorities to ask for their support.
The meeting will endorse a resclution to the Summit Con~
ference and elect the "municipal courter” who will have
to go to the Departmental capital with the resolution
adopted togethar with all the documents, declarations of
support, articles in the local press obtained in the munic-
ipality.

In this stage it would be particularly interesting to
get special docaments from municipalitics or toons that suffered
most in the first and second world wars: Likge, Verdun,
Stalingrad, Coventry, Oradour, Hiroshima, Okinawa,
Wersaw, Lidice, Cologne, Hamburg,...
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gtage: Similar work will have been done in the

nental capitals, so that on the date fixed for the
mnﬁng of "municipal couriers' the people will already
havs besn mobilised in the campaign.

All the "municipal courlers” will go in & deputation
te the Depprimental Assembly and Governmmat to ask
them to take & stand. This deputfion should be supported
by & big masgs meeting which will elect from the group of
"runicipal couriers” the "Departmental courier who
will take the resualis obtained in the Department to the
State capital.

In the State capital too the preliminary work
' ve been done in accordance with the indications given
fav M municipalities. Cn a fixed date the meeting of
"Departmental courlers” will be ghid in the capital and a2
graat mass demonstaation will be organised to accompany
them when they go to present to the Parliament and Govern-
ment the results obtained {n the nation and ask them for
official support. From the gooup of "Departmental couriers'
the "national courier’ will then be elected to take all the
national documents to the city designated for the meeting
of "national couriers',

A complementary activity that could be carried out
during thesw first three stages would be marches {rom
puanicipality to municipality, from municipality to Depart-
mental capital, and {rom municipality to State capital.

During each of these stages peace workers should
emphasise the campaign's character of clvic emulation.
Each municipality should compete with the others, each
Department with the other Departments, and the nation
should compete with the other natlons in the continental
mae.
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Fourth stage: To facllitate the organisation of the campaign
and snsure its success, it seems suitable to indicate the
following continental zomes:

AFRICA: Contlnental Africs and North Africa .

AMERICA: North, Caribbean, Pacific and Atlantic

ASLA: Middle East, Continental Asla, Far East

QOGEANIA:

BUROPE: Great Britaln and the Scandinavian countries,
continental Europe

If this distribution is accepted, the number of the
“eouriers” who would go to the :mmnit Conference on the
ixkt stage would be twelve.

The following are the proposed venues for the meetings |
of "aational couriers' according to whether the Conference
is held in America or Europe.

VIENNA OR
ZONES SAN FEANGI.SGG OR QUEBEC GENEVA :
Caribbesn Mexico D. F. Havana
Paciiic Quito Rio de Janeiro
- Atlastic Quito Rio de Janeiro
North _ ~ VWashington New York
North Africa Agcra Baghdad
Continental Africa Acgcra Baghdad
Scandinavia & G, B, London Copenhagen
Continental Europe Paris Parls
Middle East Beirut Baghdad
Ocsania Tokyo Baghdad
Continental Asia Taokyo _ Baghdad -
Far East Tokyo ' Baghdad

These meetings of "national couriers’ should be the
asccasion for (ntensive propaganda on the objective of the
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campaign thx;mgh prese conferances, statements, public
talks, radic and television interviews, etc,

These meotings will elect the "international couriers”
to gothébe Conference,

The final stage will be the meeting of the
nternafional courlers' in the city in which the Summit
Conference takes place to present the results of the cam-

palgn to the Conference.

¥

The “Couriers for Peace' campalgn can be carried out
with certaln variations which are to be recommended for
regions likelBuope where distances are less and the popula-
tion denser than in Africa or Latin Americs.

One of these variants would conslst in establishing
a route t0 be covered by the peace courier in each country,
coliscting the support of the towns and people covered
by the route towards which, at fixed pointe, deputations
{rom the different parts of the country could converge.
Thus, for example, a French “courier” starting in the
Seuth. West would reach the German border after cellecting
all the documents submitted to bim en route. At the German
border he would meet the German 'courier” who would
take over the material for transmisslon to the Swiss
"eaurier” on that country’s border. And so en,

Sach & forms of organisation, which has some attractive
features, offers greater tachnical difficulties and demands
miauts preparation and mathematical precision in the routes
and dates. In any case, we refer to it beanuse it iz possible
that in some countries it may appear preferable.
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The attgqched letter from the Vienna headquarters of the International Institute for Pesce

(IIP) - - the name used in Viemna for the World P eace Council (WPC) since that organization

was officially ousted from Vienna in 1957 - - #w=tzansmittied in full because of fl;hv detailed

outline tates-for )t; national peace committees to follow in organizing the " peace
marches" that are nov in vogue in the World fesce Movements These " peace marches" have

gained a great desl of publicity for the WPC anti-nuclear wegpons campaign and for the
for

policies of the Soviet thion xk s which the WPC is an outlet, Hes

Because many bon-;E.de pacifist groups and individuals wh%had resisted collaboration with

the WPC, here bofé?ié"hav'e been drawn into these merches » the tactic also furnishes an

implication of support for Soviet policies by many non-Communists » thus fulfilling the bgsic
purpose for which the WPC was created,.
Some of the more spectacular marches have been the " Aldermaston March " in Britain at

Easter time 1959, the " March for Life Against Atomic Death " in the same country in June
a’nd I4 1Y

1959, the " *iroshima. Pilgrimages™, Other marches, such as the /March on Washington & and &he

) 8 M«M’tf ’ also

march of a group of Americans across Puert;\Rico in protestajé US military bases there, have Y

been extensively publicized in the WPC Bulletin and other Communist press organs. The
the orgsnization of
attached letter obviously is intended to stimulateYother such marches throughout the world,

The foun-dey Egster *!arch in Britain began on Good Fridey at the nuclear research station
' s
at Aldermastgn. Buses carried some 1000 Londoners to the Alte where the march began, including

John Bernel, [Chairman of the WPC Presidential Committee and ¥ice President of the Communis {mf
kg Communist fred™

World Federgqtion of Scientific Workers, D.N. Pritt, President of theYInternational Associa-

President of the British ‘eace Committee, :

tion of Demodratic ﬁ'xyers}y and member of the WPC, ¥incent Duncan-Jones » member of the WPC

Secretariat Vienna, Jim Gardner, Secretary of the British Peace Committee » and two of its

former Secretaries, Roy Gore and William Wainwright » all of whom are militently active in
Communist prgjects,

4}300 people started out from Aldermaston carrying bemners, posters, even babies’m&
singing and playing musical instruments on the 53-mile walk to Trafelgar Square in London.
Vans were projvided for sleeping bags and luggage s towms taken over for dormitories at night.
The marchers jswelled to 15)000 enroute and a;nother 13000 }Mpeople greeted them upon their
errival at the Square. Special groups H theateréf’gr&c{hitects s musicians, teachers, the
Women's Cara ‘

for Peace, students, labor, f.‘oreignlers and churches took part; there were par-

ticul 1 £ ak o’
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The‘:WPC claimed that 30,000 people representing organizations with a membership of a
million and a half mtook part in the June'March for Life Against Atomic Death",
The organization of ‘these marches was shared by the British Campaign for Nuclepr Disarmement
and other anti-nuclear committees but it will be found hat WPC getivists form vocal part

of these commitiees,

The " Peace filgrimages to Hiroshima" are expected to involve st least 15 »000 people.
from the remotest islands of dapan

Various marches startedlwell shead’srd will converge on Hiroshima at the ime bf the 5th
World Conference Against Atomic and Hydrogen Bombs, traditionally held on the anniversary of

the bomb drop on Hiroshima in Augustd % Y5,

It is needless to enlarge on the purpose of these " peace marches" becguse|the Soviet
A Arce

campaign to discourage defense of the Free World a.n?#u' ot of effective
weapon against the expansion of Sowiet imperialism is already well known., However s every
possible means should be taken to mgke the public aware of the true motivation|of the
merches, People who join the marches belieivng that they are conducive to brin ing about
peace should be made acquainted with the background of the organizers s the hlstory of the
WPC as an instrument of Soviet policy, and the Soviet definition of " peace" as a condition

that can prevail only after capitalism has been banished from the earth,
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Dour Priends,

The world anpaign for & luccunrul Sumnit Oonroronoo_
going shead in the different countries in forms aaaptod to the na-
tional conditions, - e .

Ve have nh‘nq informed you of the mthtivo mm; 4
our British friends; 4t is part of the world osmpaign snd will jwlp'
to make the Btockholm Appeal and its , objectives known lnd acc tod.

Our British friends are pu-tieulnrl,y anxioug to ;1\'! a in-
ternetional character to the campaign and to ensure international pu"-
ticipation in the March, "t is for this reason that they have asked
. as to transmit to you the snclosed 1n'fomation note and to urgo ua-

; tional movements %o luppor* the March, L

"Already a mumber of Peace Movements in other countries hl‘:ro

sent meseages of support $o the British Novement for their March,
i Thig campaign’ is of great importance not .only’ for the ltrusglp in
Britain but also for the World Peace Movement, \.

; Qur friends hope very much that many people from other coun-
] trics having the opportunity or possibility to be in Grest Britain
& at that time, may be able to be in London on 27 June when tha March

arrives, and give it their support. r :

Our friends in London remind us that if any visitors from _.
abroad would like %o be welcomed in private families during the week—.
end of 28 June they should write now to Mrs.M,Smith, 20 Cambridge .. ;
Square, Yondon W.1, -

We believe that the participation of peace supportera from '
other countries would greatly help the British Movement end also help .
the devolopment of tho campaign in their own countries whon they rﬂu.rn.
Vo are sure you will do all you can to contribute to the sucocesa ot s
this important action, -and remain, .

With best vishes,
Yours sincersly,

For the EBxecutive Boa_rd

/

. Chend/Shen-yu
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] National Peace Committees have recently been informed
g about the various forms being tckem by the campaign launched
¢ by the 3tockhelm sessisn of the World Council »f Pexce, '

. To Jjudge from the @Larmples of Great Rritain and Japan,
it appears that “Peaco Marches' are & particularly good way
of mobilising people on a very blg scale, The idea of Peace
Courlers" has also interested a nuzber of Committees, Delow we

- glve a plan of how these "FPesce Courlurs' can be cr-anised on
the naticrnal and international level, It 1s not intenddd as n
rigid bagis but is merely a model to ‘be adapted in erch oase

to the possibilities, experience and needs of each country or
region,

ORGANISATION: The campalgn sheuld take the form of a number
of sucressive 3tages, pacs ng from the municipal level t1 the
,Departmental, from the Departmental to the national level. from

the national level to the continental level, and from there to
the international level,

#*+ Pirst stage: .In each municipality peace workers, with the heip

& . oT peasantsT, workers', women's and student organlsations, will

: ¢ bold conferences, cenversatisns, gatherings and small neetings
"~ for a period of ten days, during which they will explain the

i. Tollowing three poilnts to the people:

i a) The harmful consoquences of nuclear weapon tosts
and what a war oonducted with such weapons would mean;

e b) Consequences of the cold war in the social, politioal,b
eoonomic and moral spheres;.

' o) The possibility that the Summit Cohferenco might
initiate nuclear disarmam~nt and the elimination of the cold
:war 1f all the peoples in the world, every man ond woman, make
their presence felt at the Conference,

RN In oomclusion, the significance of the “Courler for Poace"
~will be explained to the people and mass collections held to
-oover the expenses of the campaign, :

y In this first stage stater:nts will be obtained from
i . organisations and personalities of all categories, taking care
to indicate the importaunce ofnthe former ang the {itlos of the
latter, , B .

v It 1s very important in this stagerto sbtain the suprort
of local political and religious leaders, school teachers, eto,

. The culminatlon of this stage will be a mass meeting befor
© the municipal authorities to :sk gor igeér gupport.aggoe?gggigg
will endorse a resolution to the Summ ouference
z to go to the Depaxt ntal gapit

"mgniaipal courler" who will bave




with the resolution adopted together with all the documeunts,
- declarations of support, articles im the local press obtained
in the murnicipality.

In tais stage 1t would te particularly interesting ¢3
get special documents from municipalities or towns that suf-
ered most in the first arnd secsnd world wars: Lidge, Veordua,
Stalingrad, Ceventry, Oradour, Hiroshima, Okinawa, Warsaw,
1idice, Coiogne, Hazburg, . . .

Second stage: Simllar work will have been donme in the De~
Paxrtimental oapitals, so that ou the date fixed for the meaeting
of "municipal courlers” the people will already have been mo-
bilised in the campaign,

All the "municipal couriers™ will go in a deputation to
the Departmental Assembly and Government to ask them to take a
stand, This deputation should be supported by a big mass meceting
which v.11 elect from the group of *municipal couriers" the
"Departmental oourier” who will take the results obtained in
the Department to the State capital,

Third stage: In the State oapitnl too the preliminary work will
HBove beeén dome 1n acoordance .ith the indications given for the
‘municipalities. On a fied date the meeting of "Departmental
oouriers'" will be held 1n the capital end & great mass demonstra~ '
tion will be organised to accompany them when they go to present .
to the Parliament and Goverument the resnlts obtained in the o
nation and ask them for official support, From the group of
“Departmental couriers™ the™natinnal courier™ will then de
eleoted to take all the national documents to the oity dealg-
nated for the meeting of “matiocval ocouriers”,

&

¥

A complamentary activity that oould be carried ont’
during these first three stages would be marches from munl-
oipality to municipality, from municlpality to Departmental
oapital, and from municipality to State capital, o

During eaoch of these atages peace workers should em~
phasise the ocampaign's charuoter of oivilo aemulation, Eaochk .-.°
runicipality should competa with the others, each Depariment .
with the other Departments, and the pation should compcte with
the other nations in the continental goune. Lo
Fourth stage: To faoilitate the organlsation of the camgniin
"HEX Bnsure 1ts success, it seems suitadle to indicate tbe fol~-.

lowing oontinental zones: .

AFRICA: Countinental Africa and North Africa

AMERICR: North, Caribbean, Pacific and Atlantio

ASIA: | M1dd1s Bast, Continental Asia, Far Rast
OCEANTA: ) :
RUROPE: Great Britain and the Soandinaviaen oountries,
- . continmen*al Burope . el

L " the
If this. distribution 1is acoepted, the number of
wgouriers" who wouid go to the Summit Couference on the l1as

"~ atage would be twelve,

' ‘ , for t t1
Tho following are the proposed venues for the mee
of "national courie%s“ according to whether”thy‘chgfrouo
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“ ZONES

“Caribbean

. Paclfic
Atlantic
North
North Africa

" Continental Africa
* 8candinavia & G,B,
Contincntal Europe

1iddle East
Oceania

.- Continental Asia
Far East

These mectings of "ne
occasion for intensive propcgand

campalgn

These meetings will e
to go to the Conference,

- Fifth stage:

The

held ja Arerica or Eurove.

SaN F

RANCISCO OR QUEBEC

Mexico

2.F,

Quito
Quito
Vashington
Accre
Accra
London
Paris
Beirut
Tokyo
ToKy?
Tokyo

through press conferences, st
~ talks, radio and telcvis

The final stage wil
TInternational oouriers'
Conference takcs place to
palgn to the Conference,

ion interviews,

in the oity in whilch the
present the results of the cam-

wCouriers for Peace" campaign ¢
with ocertain variatlons whic
reglons like Europe where dis
tion densex than in Africa or

VIENNA OR GENEVA

Havana

Rio de Janeiro
Rio de Janeiro
New York
Baghdad
Bazghdad
Copennagen
Parils

Baghdad
Baghdad
Baghdad
Baghdad

t1onnl courlers® should be the
a on the objective of the

ctements, publio
ets, -

lect the "internatilonczl courieré"

11 be the meeting of the

Suirdt’

an be carried out
h are to be recommenced for
tances are less anc the ponula~
Latin America,

One of these variants would consist in establishing

o route to be covered by the peace
collecting the suppor
route towards which,

different parts of the

example, a French

ngourier"

reach the German border
submitted to hid en rou
the German “courier™ wh

transmission to the Swlss

And so on,
Such a

minute
and dates,

form of crzanisation,

features, offers greater technical @
preparation and
In any case,

t of the towns &

pfter collecting
te, At the Cerman
o would te

“scourier"

mathematical precision

courier in each country
nd people covered by
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